*   Appointments and Transfers   *
with Queen Saw as his Chief Queen and Sawlon as his
second. For his third he made an appointment which
shocked everybody at the time. The Cambodian dancer
was elevated under the title of Shinshwe. She owed this
promotion to her ability to sing songs, indescribably
broad, with delicate effect, a trick which invariably con-
vulsed the King. When she heard of her promotion she
said: 'To think that I might now be dancing in some
provincial town with the old men leering at me from
the front seats, if I hadn't been quicker than the other
girls up the trunk!' There was no love lost between her
and Sawlon, who had called her a tart on the river trip.
This was grossly untrue for, if not exactly a virgin, she
was a good girl, and her maids adored her because she
was so generous.

The remaining two appointments in the cadre of
queens were filled by well-born women of undistin-
guished character, but who within the year produced
sons, Narathihapate's only sons, one of whom was
destined eventually to play a fatal role.

The King made another promotion which was not-
able. His uncle, the ex-monk, was created a member of
council with the title of Theimmazi. There was no one
more good-hearted, but he had a failing which inter-
fered with his usefulness, being rarely sober after the
sun was down. It was he who suggested to the King
that the latter's mother might now be recalled to the
palace from Myit-tha village, where she had been vege-
tating ever since Usana's accession. But Narathihapate
refused to do this. His mother had been frozen out of
court because she was so common, and he had no desire
to be embarrassed with her now. He sent her a small
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